DENTAL IDENTIFICATIONS
Comparison of postmortem dental records to antemortem dental records.
Antemortem Records. Records of person when alive. Must have some idea of a tentative
ID of the unknown in order to obtain antemortem records. In California antemortem dental records of reported missing people should be filed with the Department of Justice, Missing and Unidentified Persons' Unit (MUPS) in Sacramento. These dental records are computerized for comparison with postmortem dental records.
2. Postmortem Records. Records taken of the deceased body. Photographs are taken of the head, face and jaws. (Taken with a scale, case number, date). A complete dental charting is performed, preferably by two forensic dentists. Dental radiographs (x-rays) of teeth and supporting bone. Dental models, if indicated.
3.
Comparison of Records. Odontologist should take sufficient time to make an accurate comparison of antemortem and postmortem records. He/she should seek consultation with another odontologist when necessary. Do not allow circumstances surrounding an event and media attention to pressure him/her into a premature and perhaps inaccurate ID. The odontologist should be totally objective and never enter into an investigation with preconceived ideas.
MASS DISASTERS
When and where will the next disaster occur? It WILL happen. The local medical examiner/coroner is in charge. Forensic odontology is only one division of the identification process.
The forensic dental ID team should be organized ahead of time. There should be a list of experienced odontologists willing to help in case of a disaster. These dentists should understand the ID forms, charting methods and the use of the computer CAPMI (computer assisted postmortem identification) or WINID programs. In California several forensic dentists are members of DMORT 
BITE MARK EVIDENCE
Since the mid-seventies bite marks have been well accepted by forensic odontologists, law enforcement officers and trial and appellate courts. The known bite mark cases probably represent a small percentage of all bite mark evidence. The majority of bite mark evidence may not be recognized by investigating officers or pathologists.
Bite marks may be found on living or dead individuals. They may be found on the victims or the perpetrator of the crime. They may be found on food, wood, plastic, leather, tape, etc. They may be found on any part of the body. They are common in sexual crimes, in child abuse or in acts of self-defense.
